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Astrology Dawns

By JEANNE MAGLATY

Astrologers don’t have to con-
sult the stars before they claim
their field is gaining followers
faster than ever in the state:
Numbers prove it.

One -old-timer said 30 years
ago she couldn’t even mention
astrology. Today, it’s an over-
used openér in singles bars:

Astrology is everywhere. -

Newspapers, magazines and
radio stations carry syndicated
sun sign reports. Cruise ships
and ski resorts bring-astrologers
aboard for entertainment. New
York Telephone offers custom-
ers Jeane Dixon’s. Horoscopes by
- ‘Phone. Women’s clubs .and sin-
gles groups hire astrologers for
Jectures.

An _astrology center,  called
Astrological Institute of Re-
search, opened last month. in
Hartford. Colleges and adult ed-
ucation programs offer courses
in the study. of how the heavenly
bodies supposedly relate to life
and events on earth. ;

‘Membership in the Astrologi-
cal Society of Connecticut is
growing. Organization President
Alberta Benson said the club.has
about 100 dues-paying members,
up from 60 two years ago.

" The organization was founded
in 1972 by 10. persons. They took
off a weekday afternoon from
their regular jobs so they could
sign the bylaws -at the best time
according to astrological calcu-
lations.

A western Connecticut chap-

- ter-of the National Council for
Geocosmic Research was
formed in June. Its 14 members,
who ‘didn’t want to travel to
New York City and Hartford for
‘chapter meetings,. have chosen

Summer Housecleaning
Located at 373 Wethersfield
Ave., the seven-room apartment
was ‘cleaned, painted and deco-
rated this summer by Lavoie

and his wife; Betty. They had.

limited funds but a-lot of love to
put into the-center; they. said. -
After the major housework

‘was. completed, Lavoie put up

astrological posters, painted a

zodiac: in- blue; 'pu‘i'{)le -and. or-

ange on the vestibule. floor and
attached signs to various spots
to achieve an aura. The symbol
of ‘Cancer rests on-the refrigera-
tor because Cancer rules the
stemach. Leo stands for pride,
so that sign went on the bath-
room door because people stand
in front_of the bathroom mirror
to primp themselves, Lavoie ex-
plained. : _

'The center is conducting two
beginners astrology classes; and
intermediate, advanced, horary
and specialized astrology
classes. More than 35 students
are enrolled.

Classes are taught by Lavoie
and two professional. dstrolo-
gers, Nellie ]?llagesly _off I%elalnsiilg.-
ton-and Rut! errlyi o aplin.
Mrs. Gelty Is known as the
mother of astrology ‘in Connecti-
cut.

Science Or Not

Depending on whom you talk
to, astrology, which had its be-
ginning in Babyloniain 2000 B.C,,
is a science, pseudoscience, as-
tral theology, art, or-pure ‘bunk.

Lavoie {akes astrology -ex-
tremely seriously. “I want to
prove to the people of Connectl-
cut, astrology is not witchcraft,
not black magic. It's a science
people have misused for many
years,” he said.
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BT O105y. though the
ins are highlysimplistic

and purely entertaining, they
serve a purpose-by exposing as-
trology to persons who may
later become ‘serious students,
astrologers say.

Another, reason cited for the
increased attention is that peo-
ple. are searching for answers
about themselves during this
Age of Aquarius. The ‘70s is be-
coming known as “The Me Dec-
ade.” Astrology provides people
with-insight into themselves, its.
‘proponents say.

Astrology groups in the state
enjoy a great deal of camarade-
rie - dlthough their meéthods of
study and beliefs may differ. As-
trologers -often refer to their fel-
low:-astrolegers with praise.

One name heard frequently is
Alphee Laveie of Ellington.

Lavoie, who said the. priest
told. 'his mother at his christen-
ing to give herson a unique first
name because he would do
something special on Earth, is
the founder of the Astrological
Institute of Research.

physics, who teache
and astrophysics.

Dr. Peterson read a statement
signed by 186 leading scientists
—18 Nobel prize winners—de-
ploring the rise in popularity of
astrology.. The statéement, “Ob-
jections to Astrology,” appeared
in the September-October, 1975,
issue of Humanist magazine. It
said astrology has .no Scientitic
fouridation for its tenants, called
astrologers ‘‘charlatans,” and
cautioned 'the public against fol-
lowing their advice.

Lavoie said he spent 10 years
doing research four hours a
night and eight hours a day.on
weekends to:prove to himself ds-
trology works. His. specialty is
horary -astrology, which-answers
individual’s particular questions
such as when to sign a business
contract.or marry.

Society. Goals
Using-astrology to ‘work with
children is another goal -of the
center, Lavoie said. The couple
explained, using their son,
Jon, 5, as an -example. Jon’s
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emerge as d perso "aL\my trait.

The. Lavoies said they have no-

ticed - this already, having been
alerted by his chart, and are try-
ing to curb:it. _

Mrs. Benson, the Astrological
Society of Connecticut 'presi-
dent, believes astrology can: be
used to help prevent.child abuse.
If parents.are aware of the time
when they are most likely to
erupt, they may be able to quell
their ternpers, she said: a

Mrs. Benson said the goals.of
the ASC are to get a meeting
place of their own such .as. La-
voie’s, dispel myths about astro-
logers and teach the member-
ship about “humanness.”

The society meets the third
Thursday of the month at the
Unitarian . Méeting House: in.
Hartford. Their sessions-usually”
consist of a talk by a-prominent
author or astrologer.

All-day workshops sponsored
by the society also attract astro-
logers. On Sept. 17, 90 persons.
turned out for a lively session
with Noel Tyl; who Mrs. Benson
labeled “the movie-star of astro-

Richard Landon, first vice president, and Lynn Files, second vice president of

the Astrological-Society. of Connecticut, v
sale at an all-day workshop presented by

MecAndrews).
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Female Participants

| Only 11 ‘participants. in the
workshop were- male. Women
greatly outnumber men in. as-
trology. Several astrologers said
women enter the field more
often beécause they-possess a de-
irable inituitive quality.

But the stereotype of astrolo-
gers-as little old.ladies running
around in sneakers is fading,
Mrs. Benson said.

Some astrologers, such as
Mrs. -Benson who is-a palmist,
are involved with other studies
well.

. The National Council for .Geo-
cosmic Research, which. consist-
ly mostly of astrologers, also-in:
vestigates. the metaphysicdl
ields. The association; which
has -chapters in ‘western -Con-
peeticut and Hartford, was
ormed. to .conduct investiga-
tions of the interactiens between
life, the-earth and.the cosmos:

Conference Scheduled
~ Maria: Sullivan, president of

3

ter, said some: of its menibers
are telatively new to astrology;
having studied metapliysical
matters in the-past.

She said she ‘is -continually
amazed how the fields overlap.
“Astrology is perhaps the most
exact and scientific,” she-5aid.

Ramona Doten, recording sec-
retary of the Hartford chapter,
apologized during an interview
that because her Gemiini is: in
the twelfth house she doesn’t
communicate well, but she
passed over literature on the
NCGR to explain its.purpose.

The chapter s }I)éannin'g a
one-day -conféerence: Nov. 12 at
the downtown YMCA. Topics of
discussion:are Eclipses-and Oc-
cultations; Healing With :‘Color;,
Music.and Body Energy; Indica-
tions of the Male and Female
Principles in -Astrology; the
Composite Chart; Astrology and
the Centers of the Body, and the
Mentality of the ‘Horoscope—
The Role of Mercury.

Mrs: Doten sdid the organiza-
tion deals with more technical
matters than the Astrological

~Astrology instructor Nellie Blakesly looks over the
application of a guest during open house at Astrological

research project Starte
€er. =
Life After Death

Most. astrologers believe in
reincarnation.

Ms. ‘Sullivan. said astrology
has strengthened her faith in

God, adding she goés to Episco-

pal services every Sunday.
“T’d go so far as to say practi-

cally everyone I know whois in- °

terested in metaphysics is also a
strong believer in God,” she
said.

The. Rev. Edmund ‘Nadolny;
communications. director of the
Archdiocese of Hartford, said,
“God'gave-us a free will, a grace
to live freely. To say that anoth-
er- plaret or star or horoscope
nonsense influénces ‘my life,
takes-away.my freedom, dehu-
mahizes me-and de-Christianizes
me: I don’t believe that. outside
forces. control my freedom. God
has given me a will. If people
spent as much time reading the

Concluded on Page 4E
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